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From the Philadelphia Universalist Magazine. 
BEREAN SOCIETY. 
(Concluded from p. 22.) 

The man who views nature with the calm delight 

of true philosophy, must be sensible that wherever 

he directs his attention, whether to the animal, vege- 
table, or mineral kingdoms, or to investigation of 
the law by which the world’s grand machine sub- 
sists, there is a circumference of darkness to bound 
his circle of knowledge, a limit to all his researches, 

a line which no industry, however great, no abili- 

ties, however splendid, will enable him to pass. 

These thoughts spring up the moment we at- 
tempt to define what matter is, or to lay down, with 
dogmatical authority, what powers cannot be in- 
herent in its substance ; and the more man reflects 
on this subject, the more will he be convinced that 

a departure from true philosophy, instead of accu- 

mulating knowledge, only gives birth to theories, 

and monstrous chimeras, which dissipate, like the 
summer cloud before the light of science. 

From what we know of matter, we judge it pene- 
trable, and endowed with the powers of attraction 
and repulsion : that it is not impenetrable, seems to 


be proved by the numerous facts of the science of 


optics, that light will pass through the hardest bo- 
dies, as glass, crystal, &c. without impinging on any 
point, and we conclude, from the fact of light being 
reflected from a point some distance from the body, 
that the power which it meets with is repulsive, and 
that solidity had nothing to do with the reflection ; 
we observe, in every day’s experience, that insects 
walk on water without wetting their feet, that water 
fowls have their feathers dry, that the links of a 
chain are not in abSolute contact ; nay, the particles 
which compose a bar of iron are at a distance from 
each other, as the expansion and contraction will 
prove if we heat the bar after having fitted it to a 
hole in another piece of iron; these and many 
more prove that repulsion is connected with matter. 

In the works of philosophy we will find facts and 
experiments proving attraction, indeed unless there 
be such a power, we would not be able to conceive 
how the planetary bodies are kept in their spheres, 
nor how any atom of matter can be connected with 
another ; and if we should suppose that there is no 
solidity in nature but the union of these powers, in 
different propositions, perhaps we would not stray 
far from the mark, yet that this would afford us a 
knowledge of what matter is we doubt, because at- 
traction itself, the Newtonian lever of philosophy, 
is unknown as to its nature. 

“ Causa latet vis est notissima.”’ 

The ignorance of man should teach him to be 








modest, rather than assert that sensation and thought 
are incompatible with matter, the nature of which 
he is unacquainted with ; for if extension and at- 
traction can reside in a body, why not thought ? 

As an immaterial thing, that is a something which 
has no property common to bodies which surround 
us, is what we have no idea of, we shall not attempt 
to deny its existence, for, from the limited nature of 
human faculties, many things may exist of which 
man is in total ignorance ; neither will we deny 
that man is immaterial, we care not for the term, 
but shall only attempt to prove that man, soul and 
body, all that constitute him human, is of the same 
nalure. 

That the difference between man and some other 
animals is very slight, is well known, but as this is 
not the place for such a comparison, nor would it be 
altogether proper for many of our readers, we will 
refer to works where the subject is treated of at 
length. The article Mazology in tie Edinb. En- 
cyc. displays some strong points of resemblance as 
to mind. 

Men have always been puzzled to explain mind 
in the brute as the result of organization, whilst they 
describe the human mind as similar in many re- 
spects, as spiritual, i.e. independent of body. Is 
there not more difference between a Newton and an 
idiot, than there is between the latter and the edu- 
cated ourang-outang ; and does not the mind in all 
differ in degree only ? 

Mr. Locke, a metaphysician of no ordinary stamp, 
says, in his Essay, “That flies and mites have im- 
mortal souls will probably be looked on as going a 
great way to serve an hypothesis. Many, however, 
have been compelled, by the analogy between men 
and brutes, to go thus far. J do not see how they 
can stop short of it.” Vol.i.p.148. And ifimmor- 
tal souls belong to one, we do not see how philoso- 
phers can stop short of considering immortality the 
property of the other. 

It is true that the brute is said to possess instinct, 
whilst man possess both instinct and reason, but on 
fair principles it is presumed this difference will 
vanish, the brain being organized differently from 
other parts will have an action peculiar to itself; 
now, instinct is no more than the result of impres- 
sions on the internal organs, in man and the brute 
creation, leading each to provide sustenance for life, 
and to reproduce the species ; and if the brute has 
desires more ungovernable than man, is it not from 
the extent of surface of the internal organs, as the 
stomach, &c. being greater in proportion than the 
brain: but we find that brutes can restrain their ap- 
petites, or provide for them as man does; hence 
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there is a something differing from the instinct we 
have described, a result of the brain, if you please, 
the instinct of the brain. 

Man, having a brain very large, and external sen- 
ses more perfect, has this instinct of the brain in a 
greater degree than the brute, and, unless we admit 
more causes to explain appearances than are neces- 
sary, we must conclude that the same cause produ- 
ees a similar effect in both instances. 

If we lay aside the prejudices we possess, and di- 
vest the subject of that religious awe which has been 
thrown upon it, we may possibly ascertain that mind 
is the result of organization. We cannot recollect 
our first thought, and we are apt to forget that we 
actually learned to think; we are led to suppose 
that thought is involuntary: let us then endeavour 
to find out how we attained ideas. Had you an idea 
of the colour and figure of any body before you saw 
it? If not, then had you never been blessed with 
sight, all the ideas you new have of the shape and 
appearance of bodies would have been wanting to 
you; and these ideas, partaking of the same nature 
as the bodies that gave rise to them, and compounded 
as the trees and fields which surround you, these 
ideas, which are or make a portion of mind, would 
have deprived your soul of some of its parts. Now, 
suppose the sense of hearing, smell, and tasting 
taken from you, and you suppose four-fifths of your 
soul destroyed, for you would scarce have any thing 
to prove you were a mental being ; and, as the mind 
is made up of ideas, vou would have but a mind only 
susceptible of touch or feeling, an idiot’s being. If. 
though there be an immaterial soul that is clogged 
with the organs we possess, what proof have we of 
its existence ; does it hear better without the organ 
of sound ? does it see better, think better, deprived 
of the organs not necessarily essential to life ? 

It may be said that the mind is frequently bright 
when fever is consuming the body, but to prove any 
thing it should always (not frequently) be so; be- 
sides, the brain may be healthy when the other or- 
gans are diseased. To assert, that, after death, the 
soul, or mind, (for I consider them the same,) thinks 
better, would be an assertion, not only unwarranted, 
but absolutely contrary to all we know ; we might, 
with as much propriety, suppose motion to exist af- 
ter death as mind ; and, as we never observe motion 
in a human being, unless connected with an anima- 
ted organization, so we judge that motion and mind 
cannot exist but with such a state, motion bearing 
the same relation to the muscles as mind does to 
the nervous system. Man comes into the world 
with a capacity to acquire ideas; at first, every 
thing is confused, like the man who would view a 
large museum with a single glance ; all is indis- 
tinet and confused, and there exists no correct idea 
of any object seen; but by experience, by compa- 
ring one with another, observing the resemblance of 
things, and the properties common to each class of 
substances, the mind acquires correct views: thus, 
in the musewn of nature, every thing with a leaf is 
first supposed a tree, but, by analysis, we come to 
distinguish the size and specie, until our mind has 


find it is the organs of sense which teach, one sense 
correcting the errors of another, until human per- 
fection is attained. It is thus we trace nature, 
through her various windings, up to the footstool of 
her God, and observe the nice proportions and im- 
mutable laws he has traced through the grand fabric 
of the universe.* 
REMARKS. 

The immortality of the soul, or, as is generally 
meant by that term, an existence beyond the grave, 
is a question involving considerations of the last 
importance. We do not view this subject in the 
light of a weapon, too sharp to be handled with 
safety. Ifwe make a proper use of the faculties 
God has given us, there can be no doubt of event- 
ually judging properly, and forming correct esti- 
mates of every thing necessary to our present peace 
and welfare. This subject we consider to be sus- 
ceptible of illustration and proof, sufficient to satisfy 
a candid mind, not warped by prejudice, or blinded 
by preconceived opinions. Preparatory, therefore, 
to our remarks, we would establish a preliminary, 
indispensable from the nature of the subject, name 
ly—Is organized MATTER possessed of a homoge- 
neous nature qualified to act, think, and judge, and 
is it aspirnituarexistence ? The reader will please 
to keep this in view. Let this question be answer- 
ed, and the discussion is at an end. For, if you deny 
that organized matter is spirit, you necessarily con- 
cede that man, having a spirit, can exist independ- 
ent of the matter. If you deny that man has a spi- 
rit, you enter at once the field of infidelity, and ex- 
clude the testimony of the Scriptures. We not only 
admit, but solicit the objection, that man is of the 
earth. "That he cannot exist in this mode of being 
independent of the earth. But this is no proof that 
man cannot exist in another and different mode of 
being, independent of the earth. Man is now 
clothed with the elements. Place him in a differ- 
ent state, and his garments can be dispensed with. 
Christ is the Door of future life and glory. The 
pathway is through the tomb. Our Door will open, 
(not shut us in darkness, stupidity, and death,) and 
usher us into the mansions prepared for us. 

Of organized matter, we remark,—Man’s earthly 
tabernacle is organized matter. It is composed of 
all the elements. The tabernacle, or house, or gar- 
ment of clay, when fatigued, becomes insensible to 
every thing ; as much so, as when decomposed and 
the dust scattered to the four winds of heaven. 
The man’s earthly part, when sleeping, has no more 
intercourse with this world, than it will have when 
a prey to the worms, and covered with the clods of 
the valley. Now, for the “homogeneous nature.” 
One half of this homogeneous nature is as dead to 
observation and sensibility as the stones we tread on. 
It has no more knowledge of passing events than 
the bed it lies,on. Insensible to all around, the 
hand of destruction may riot in the heart’s swift 
coursing blood, and the eye of the clay tenement 
never open to identify the weapon, nor mark the 
hand of the sudden executioner. At this moment, 
the man, unfettered with his sleeping clay, is enjoy- 








acquired correct thoughts in all this research ; we 





* The residue of thisarticle being desultory, we omit it. Ed 
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ing all the blissful pleasures of intellectual converse, 
and rioting in brilliant prospects, feasting on all 
the realities of sight, hearing, &c. and possessing, in 
a vigour unknown to the sluggish body, all the pe- 
culiar properties of his spiritual life, at a distance of 
thousands of miles from the scene of blood! It is 
not possible for any man, in the full exercise of all 
his powers, when his “ homogeneous nature” is in 
complete operation, and assisted with every exter- 
nal object which the whole field of nature affords, 
aided by an excited imagination, to associate with 
an energy, sublimity, and extent, the powers of his 
mind, in perception, or to realize the enjoyment of 
his secluded hours, freed from the case which en- 
closes him, and which bars the avenues to his soul’s 
brightest visions. "Tis only when he escapes from 
his prison of clay—when the spiritual inhabitant, 
disdaining the sluggish companion it is associated 
with, on the wings of adventurous and insatiable de- 
sire, flies to distant regions, and riots, in enlarged 
We appeal to experience, 
Is it not aston- 


and delightful scenes. 
and ask, Are not these things so? 
ishing, and evident, that the body of clay is a prison, 
which shuts the inhabitant out from brighter scenes, 
and excludes him from his native heaven ! 

With these facts in view, we ask, Is not the earth- 
ly tabernacle a mere vehicle, of proper size and parts, 
to accommodate the man 2 Can it be said, the man 
is indebted to his earthly body for the images of his 
absent hours, when he views, with rapture, scenes, 
which the eye of his clay tabernacle never saw, 
and exults in conceptions, which never thrilled his 
bosom in his waking hours? Here, analogy and 
comparison, with all that can be said of imagina- 
tion, depending on the body for its support, will be 
appealed toin vain. We can only say, These things 
are so. We may feast on recollections of the past— 
look, with delightful anticipation, to the future, but 
never can we in our incarcerated state, find a solu- 
tion to these astonishing and prodigious results. 
Mind and matter, therefore, are as distinct as ex- 
tremes can possibly be. And, as if to show the as- 
tonishing pre-eminence, the mind chooses the time 
of matter’s greatest imperfection, that, unassisted, it 
may sport alone, and boastingly proclaim its won- 
drous powers. 

That part of the article alluded to, and which is 
the subject of our present remarks, was published in 
our last Number, commencing with p. 21. Of the 
quotation from 1 Cor. xv. “If Christ be not risen 
your faith is vain, ye are still in your sins. Then 
those also that ae fallen asleep in Christ, have per- 
ished ;” and the remark, “ Now would not this ar- 
gument be indeed shallow, if there was a soul, &c. 
which winged its flight, in the article of death, to 
other worlds, how could the non-resurrection of Je- 
sus be perishing to that which can never die 2” 
This is not sound argument. For Paul predicates 
every thing on the resursection of Christ. The pre- 
ceding verse says, “If there be no resurrection of 
the dead, then is Christ not risen.” Suppose the 
fact of the existence of the soul of man after death 
to be denied—how could Paul reason better to 
prove the fact? If man does not exist after death, 





then Christ (who had been put to death,) does not 
exist! Whatis the inference ? If Christ existed at- 
ter the death of the body, then man, in the aggre- 
gate, exists after the death of the body. So far from 
viewing this as an obstacle, we regard it as incontro- 
vertible evidence of man’s tmmedtate and future 
glory. Again. We read that “grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ.” Now, supposing we should, 
in imitation of Paul, say, that if Christ came not, 
there is no grace nor truth ? We should be justified 
in this; for truth declared he should come; and 
grace was the cause of his coming. The effect 
proves the existence of the cause. But should we 
be authorized to adopt the reasoning in the objec- 
tion, and say, “ Now would not this argument be 
indeed shallow if there was grace and truth before? 
or how could the absence of Christ prove that grace 


> Ans. It would prove the 


and truth did not exist ?’ 
declaration, that he should come, to be falsehood, 
and not truth! It would prove the motive, to de- 
ceive with promises which should not be performed ; 
instead of being gracious, to be malevolent! 

Job, we think, alluded to the resurrection of the 
body of Christ from the dead. The word heavens 
being figurative of the Jewish Church, which ended 
in fact at the resurrection of Christ; and in form, 
at the destruction of Jerusalem. The remark rela- 
tive to Jacob, &c. we conceive has no particular 
The passage from Eecl. is 
For if the testimony 


bearing on the subject. 
evaded rather than answered. 
admitted in its full force proves the future existence 
of beasts, so be it! Our pride would not only relish, 
but desire, that space, unbounded as it is, may echo 
from all its parts, life, liberty, and happiness. 

Rey. vi. “ The souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God,” was touched very easily. 
View this as you will, here are souls in identity. If 
they could speak, be seen, and clothed with white 
robes, it is evident man can exist in another mode 
of being independent of his clay tabernacle. The 
transfiguration on the mount, however, proves, that 
Elias and Moses did not sleep in their graves ! 
There is no Materialism here; for if the fact of 
their not having material bodies cannot be shown, 
the reverse of the proposition labours under the 
same difficulty ! 

Of trances, we have no inducement to differ in 
opinion. We shall believe all about this when we 
know al! about it, and not before. 

In the present Number, there are many judicious 
remarks, relative to matter, &c, But, although 
sensation and thought can together be associated with 
matter, we cannot conceive how it can be reasonably 


supposed, much more proved, that matter has sensa- 
tion and thought. Isthe stone sensible of the touch of 


the chisel? Where is its sensorium located ? The 
question is asked —* If extension and attraction can 
reside in a body, why not thought?” Can you 
prove that matter has the power of extension and 
attraction, and acts, without being acted upon ? And 
if this be admitted, is it not a property of matter, in- 
stead of a principle of mind? And should we not 
be justified in extending the inquiry, if it should be 
admitted, that thought can reside in a body, and 
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ask, If thought can reside in a body, why not every 
thing else which can be imagined or conceived ? 

The idea of waiving the precise term,but contend- 
ing that all that constitutes man human is of the 
same nature, is rather novel; especially when it is 
afterward admitted that man and beast are much 
alike. Call the nature of man what you please, the 
properties of that nature are the subject under con- 
sideration. 

—<>— 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL CONSIDERED. 
(Continued from page 17.) 

The Scriptures testify loudly to the teuth of this 
doctrine. Reader, peruse its pages. David said, 
“His breath goeth forth, returneth to his earth, in 
that very day his thoughts perish.” (Ps. exlvi. 4.) 
What is a man’s thoughts, but his soul? his intel- 
ligent powers? (see also xc.4.) “ David is not yet 
ascended into the heavens.” (Acts iii. 34.) “ Ste- 
phen fell asleep.” (vii. 60.) “Fallen asleep in 
Christ, perished.” (1 Cor. xv. 18.) Let the reader if 
desirous to know the truth, turn to, and read the 
following texts. 1 Peter v. 6. Heb. xi. 9. Dan. xii. 
13. Mark xxii. 32. This text proves that a resur- 
rection must take place, before God could be their 
God; for it was spoken to prove the resurrection 
of the body: for Jesus was opposing the Sad- 
ducees, who disbelieved in the resurrection of the 
body. 2 Tim. iv. 8. What day? Ans. The resur- 
rection. John xi. 11. If the soul of Lazarus had 
taken its flight into eternity, enjoying the presence 
of God, Jesus would not have been so barbarous as 
to have called it back, to be tabernacled again in 
corruption, and grapple with the miseries of this 
life. Nay, his soul was asleep; Jesus said he was 
dead, and he caused him to awake. The soul of Je- 
sus slept in death. “Iam he who was dead, and 
am alive, and behold I live forever more, &e. (Rev. 
i. 18.) He poured forth his soul unto death,” (Isa. 
liti. 12.) There is no way that we can understand 
the death of Christ, but as he suffered on Calvary. 
He knew no sin, he never morally departed from 
God. ; 

The Editor of the G. H. denies that he puts sin 
and death for convertible terms—be that as it may 
with him; but let the reader turn to the sixth page, 
column second, of the Second volume of the He- 
rald; Compendium of Mr. Ballou’s sermon—and 
we have these words; “The moral state of man, 
when a sinner, is called death in the Scriptures, ” 
&e. Is not this making sin and death convertible 
terms? But to proceed—{Rom. xiv. 9.) we find 
the words, “Christ both died, rose, and revived 
again,” &c. This text, if there were no other, 
would be conclusive evidence that death often has 
reference to the body, and that the soul sleeps with 
the body. “ Died—rose—and revived.” Rose from 
what? Ans. From the dead. Not that he came back 
from eternity, for he went not there. He went 
down to the tomb, and he arose from it. “ Revived ;” 
from what? Ans. From sleep, the swoon of death. 
“ He bowed his head and gave up the ghost.” “Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” At the 





time he poured forth his soul unto death—at this 
moment was Isaiah’s prophecy fulfilled. This 1 
shall treat of hereafter, urging that the spirit and 
soul are two properties. Jesus said to Mary, “touch 
me not; for am not yet ascended to my Father: 
but go and tell my brethren,” &c. It is evident 
from this that he had not yet left the earth. But, 
says the objector, it was his body he alluded to. I 
answer, that if the soul of Jesus had passed up unto 
the Father, he would not have said, he had _ not 
ascended; for the soul is the intelligence of man, 
and the body is nought but a tabernacle for man to 
dwell in, composed of inert properties. If my soul 
was in heaven, I should be a liar, if I should say [ was 
not inheaven. When the body of Jesus ascended, 
then his spirit, soul, and body (which it requires to 
form the man) arose above this filthy atmosphere, 
and pointed out the way that all must go. 

If any one should feel disposed to object to these 
sentiments, and bring Jesus’s words to the thief, in 
evidence; “To day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise,” | answer, that the text above quoted, without 
any other, is sufficient to set aside the objection, 
and put it to everlasting silence. “I have not as- 
cended to my Father.” What kind of paradise 
would that be, where God was not? Jesus saying to 
the thief, had reference to the day of his last appear- 
ing in his kingdom perfected, raising the dead and 
judging the world. “To day”—that is, the time, 
the period, of which I have been speaking to you, 
thou shalt be with me. Jesus himself, was not in 
paradise, on that literal day, on which he was cru- 
cified ; how then could the thief be there with him ? 
for, like Jonah, who was the sign of him, he was 
three days and three nights (that is, a part of three 
days and three nights) in the heart of the earth; 
and aman must be a fool to talk of a person being 
any where without his soul. If the soul can exist 
in, and enjoy heaven without the body, what ne- 
cessity can there be for the resurrection of the 
body—to be changed. For a soul to exist without 
a body, is a phenomenon indeed. Nothing is more 
clearly taught, and pathetically dwelt on, in all the 
sacred pages, than the doctrine of the resurrection 
of the body, without which they who sleep wil! 
never see life—*For if Christ be not risen, then 
they who have fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” 
“ But now is Christ risen,” &c. “Iam the resurrec- 
tion and the life.” This Jesus spoke unto Martha, 
when discoursing about the resurrection of the 
body of Lazarus, and but a few minutes previous to 
the glorious scene. The resurrection that precedes 
life, is that of the body. Why did Jesus weep, if 
the soul of his friend was then in the bosom of his 
Father? It was not so, he was dead, and Jesus 
raised him therefrom. It is from the heathens that 
Christians have borrowed the idea, that the soul is 
naturally immortal; it is from the Pagan faith, that 
the doctrine has been revived, of death being the 
door to eternity. Christ is the door, by being first 
the resurrection, then the life. 

We have said considerable about the soul of poor 
fallen man; perhaps it would not be useless to 
make a few inquiries concerning what the soul is. 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


2y 








Truth is, or ought to be, our object ; to obtain which, 
we should be willing to sacrifice all preconceived 
ideas, if erroneous. At heart, we ought to be wil- 
ling to doubt them for a moment; for there is no 
danger of bringing our doctrimes to trial before the 
bar of God’s revealed word. I do not recommend 
atrack for others to follow, in which I am myself 
afraid to walk. It may be possible that I am in an 
error, but let that be determined by the general 
scope of testimony found in the sacred volume. 

Religionists in their views of the nature of the 
soul, are, I think, foreign from the truth; blending 
together the spirit of God and the spirit of man, 
and calling this the soul. But the spirit of God is 
one, and the spirit of man is another. Proof—* the 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God.” (Rom. viii, 14.) The spirit 
of man is that feeling that glows in the heart, and 
The soul is formed of per- 
ception, understanding, affection, will, memory, &c. 

ALETHEIA. 
(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Aletheia asks, “ What is a man’s thoughts but his 
soul?” We answer—they are his thoughts! A. 
quotes parts of sentences. Paul does not say that 
they had “fallen asleep in Christ, (and) perished.” 
Why do you disjoint sentences? If your cause is 
truth, you can quote the whole without danger. We 


moves him to action. 


consider reasoning of this complexion to be impro- 
per. A.after quoting 2 Tim. iv. 8. would have done 


better if he had, instead of his own opinion, pro- 


duced Scripture or argument! A.’s opinion rela- 
tive to Lazarus, we think is not an insuperable 
objection. Suppose we were to view the matter in 
this shape—you will please to recollect the saying 
of Christ to the thief on the cross, “ T'o-day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise.” (Not, to-day shalt 
thou be with me asleep!) Paul declares, 1 Cor. xv. 
“There ts a natural body and there is a spiritual 
body.” Not there will be a spiritual body. Please 
to consider that God is perfect in all his ways. 
That his creature man, in this mode of being, is 
fitted to the state in which he is placed. And, that 
it is atthe “dispensation of the fulness of times, 
when all shall be gathered,” &c. Now, if you can 
prove that mankind will not enjoy heaven in full 
perfection until this time, then, it inevitably follows, 
that man after death, and before this consum- 
mation, is in paradise, and there will remain until 
the resurrection! This supposes three states from 
Adam to the final accomplishment of all things 
spoken by the apostles. First, in the earthly Adam, 
in the flesh. Second, in paradise. Third, in the 
glorious image of our Triumphant Head, risen im- 
mortal and incorruptible, in power and glory. The 
instance of Lazarus is no objection. The senses of 
the present mode of being would be shut to the 
transactions of another mode. — And the supposition 
that Jesus was sleeping in perfect unconsiousness 
during the three days his body lay in the tomb, 
would imply that paradise and sleep are convert- 
able terms. We think A. would not relish this. 
A., in the commencement of his communication, 





talked of “ disseminating the truth as it is in Jesus; 
which shall make us free, yea, free even from 
death.” How we are to be free from death, and at 
the same time dead to all intents and purposes, soul 
and body, and unconscious as the dirt we tread on, 
is beyond our comprehension. 

A.’s remark of brother B.’s declaration, in his 
sermon, (vol. ii. page 6.) is no evidence of the truth 
of his position. Read “the moral state of a man 
when a believer, is called life, in the Scriptures.” 
Would this make the words life and faith convert- 
ible terms? The moral state of man, whether light 
or darkness, and the faith or unbelief of the man, are 
two things. Sin the cause, death the consequence. 

A.’s conclusive quot&ion from Rom, xiv. 9, says 
not one word about the soul’s sleeping. We see 
nothing conclusive here. A.’s attempt to prove the 
spirit ang soul to be two things, was necessary to 
evade the difficulty arising from the declaration, 
“Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit.” 
When this is proved we shall admit the fact! 

A., encompassed with difficulties from which he 
could not extricate himself, gathers consolation 
from the supposition that incongruity is found in 
the declaration of Christ to the thief, “ To-day 
shalt thou be with me in paradtse,” and Christ’s 
saying, “I have not yet ascended to my Father.” 
&e. And asks, “ What kind of paradise would it 
be, where God was not?” David says, “ Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence? (To paradise, A. says!!!) If 
I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: If 1 make 
my bed in hell (scheol, the grave,) behold, thou art 
there. (Or more properly, thow beholdest me. The 
words art there, in italics, are a supply.) If I take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea, even there shalt thy hand 
lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If] 
say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the 
night shall be light about me,” &c. Ps. exxxix. 
Although we frequently limit the word everlasting, 
in this case we shall not admit that A.’s arguments 
will put the question to a silence of one minute. 
A., we presume, from a conviction of the difficulty 
of proving his declarations, and to save time, takes 
many things for granted. In other words, he begs 
the question. (Petitio principii.) This may be a 
very convenient resort, in logic, when one is hard 
pushed, but it will not answer the purpose! We 
would like, at least, a little evidence, to prove that 
Christ, by the words “ to-day,” meant a future 
period! In Rev. ii. 7. we have an account of pa- 
radise. “To him that overcometh will I give to 
eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God.” Quere. Is not God in paradise ? 

N. B. The original word rendered paradise, is 
nagadecox. Hortus viridarium: 4 garden: A 
green place enclosed, wherein beasts and fowls are 
kept: 4 green garden, a place set with greens; 
green: Panapisus: Locus beatorum: 4 place, etc. 
a state, sc. Happiness: Pomarium: 1 place set 
with fruitful trees: Hortus irriguus: .2 watered 
garden. Vide Schrev. Ains. Gr. & Lat. Lex. 

According to A. the poor thief has not seen 








30 





THE GOSPEL HERALD. 








paradise to this day. He is the same, for the time 
being, and may remain, for thousands of years to 
come, as though he were annihilated! Really, we 
cannot believe that the words “to-day,” mean ten 
thousand years hence! We believe in the resurrec- 
tion of man, a resurrection from all the corruption 
of the fall, as taught in the Scriptures. Let A. pro- 
duce the greatest extremes in nature, and they will 
fall short of the difference in the description of the 
spiritual body of men, as given by Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 
and the corruptible body which is consumed in the 
grave, and returns to its kindred dust. The con- 
trast is stupendous. Corruption and incorruption ! 
Mortality and immortality! Dishonour and glory! 
Weakness and power! A natural body, and a spirit- 
ual body! God has given man a body suitable to 
the present mode of being. And we believe he will 
not let him go naked in another state. Paul speaks 
of being “ clothed upon.” Of his “house which is 
from heaven.” And he declares, emphatically, “ We 
know, (not think, nor suppose, nor guess, nor wish, 
nor hope, but “we know”) that if our earthly house 
of tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building 
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.” Or, as A. would say, “We know 
that if our earthly house of tabernacle were dis- 
solved, we shall have no house, but sleep, uncon- 
scious, in the grave, until we obtain our old body!” 
The idea of a soul being naturally immortal, is a 
contradiction in terms. Man, in Christ, his Head, 
is the heir to unmortality, incorruption and glory. 


If man is naturally in Christ, then he is naturally 


immortal; but not without. The time is coming, 
a dispensation rather, when all shall be gathered 
together in Christ; which proves that they previ- 
ously were not all in him. 

A. says, of the soul, that it “ is formed of percep- 
tion, understanding, affection, will, memory,” &c. 
According to this definition, an idiot, who is defi- 
cient in understanding, etc. has his soul abridged. 
We think it would be better to say, The soul pos- 
sesses the powers of perception, &c. The cause is 
not formed of, with, or by, the effect ! 

A proper attention to the connexion of passages 
quoted, would prevent misconstruction. The word 
spirit is used in various senses. In some places it 
denotes the disposition of mind in man, &c. In 
others, it means the so |l. Without proper distinc- 
tion is made, it will be impossible to arrive at 
truth, or to progress .. ‘he path of instruction. 
A. has defined the word spirit properly, as used by 
Paul, Rom. viii. 16. where he says, “The spirit of 
man is that feeling that glows in the heart and 
moves him to action.” 

(To be Continued.) 
—<=— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


THE MORALIST, NO. III. 
“ Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her ways 
and be wise.” Sotomon. 

There is no frame of disposition less to be desired 
than a sluggish one. It is calculated to injure the 
possessor very materially. Inactive, he does not 
feel disposed to tune his lips with a song of praise to 





A sluggish spirit is like a dead mass of 
matter. If we take a view of creation, we shall be- 
hold nothing that is so indifferent as man. The 
beast of the field, the fowl of the air, the fish of the 
sea, and even the reptile that creeps upon the earth, 
are industrious and offer examples worthy of man’s 
imitation. Arise, once, O sluggard, when the orient 
beams of day begin to dissipate the darkness of 
night ; when they shed a beauty upon nature that 
causes her to smile ; and, unless thou art shame- 
less, senseless, and tasteless, thou wilt be filled with 
admiration. Behold the mists of darkness receding 
before the morning sun, and nature, as it were, 
springing into life. See the fields and meadows 
putting on garments of grandeur and beauty. See 
the warbling songsters, perched upon a lofty pine, 
and hymning a song of praise to the Maker of the 
universe. See beasts and creeping things marching 
to their daily vocations; beside the planetary 
worlds, performing their wonted evolutions, and 
signally displaying the wisdom and power of their 
Author, and thou wilt lament thy great indifference. 
To induce thee to be engaged in the discharge 
of thy spiritual duties, thy Maker has given thee di- 
rections to visit the works of the ant. See the in- 
dustry of this little insect. She has collected by her 
unremitting labour a little mountain, a monument 
of her industry and perseverance. She soon bids it 
adieu. But, notwithstanding it is of little, if any, 
benefit, she has been industrious and given a cutting 
and practical satire upon indolence. If so much la- 
bour is required of the ant, what is required of thee, 
O man? Thy duties are many and important. 
Thou hast not only to praise thy Maker, with thy 
breath, thy voice, and thy deportment, but thy soul 
should breathe forth in devotion and gratitude. 
Thy days are few. The places which now know 
thee will soon know thee no more for ever. The 
fashions of the world will soon pass away. ‘The fine 
and costly apparel that now decorates thy mortal 
frame, will soon be exchanged for a funeral shroud. 
That wild imagination, which has caused thee to 
dream of pleasure and long life, will now deceive 
If honours crown thy head, and 
laurels deck thy brow, thou must die. If thou art 
rich, thou must lie down in the cold grave. If thou 
hast suffered from the relentless hand of cold-heart- 
ed poverty, thou canst not escape death’s disasters. 
Be up, therefore, and doing thy duty. Make thy 
friends and foes recipients of all the bliss this world 
Consider the ways of the ant, and be 
L. 


Jehovah. 


thee no more. 


ean afford. 
wise. 


eee 
ATROCIOUS CRUELTY. 


Died, on Saturday last, in this city, suddenly, Mr. 
Cornelius King. This gentleman fell dead, in 
court, when about having the oath administered to 
him, that he might avail himself of the insolvent 
act. Some of the newspapers in this city noticed 
his death in an ambiguous manner ; and fanatics, 
availing themselves of their ignorance, hypocrisy, 
and duplicity, on Sunday last, (while the weeping 
relatives and mourning friends were taking a 
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last adieu of the remains of the deceased, and at- 
tending his funeral,) proclaimed, with stentorian 


lungs and violent gesticulations, in their place of 


worship, what they called the judgment of God, in 
siting with his vengeance, and suddenly consign- 
ing to the flames of hell, a wretch, who impiously 
dared to invoke his name to sanction falsehood! 
This wicked slander of the character of God and 
man, to use a common expression, was “ buttered” 
with an exhortation to steer clear of such wicked- 
ness! The wretches who could thus unfeelingly, 
and without evidence, publicly blast, in the feeling 
of the relatives, the character of an honest man, out- 
rage every principle of even savage decency, and 
pour vinegar into the wounds of a distressed family, 
are objects richly deserving the pity and contempt 
of every rational creature in creation! 

We mention with pleasure, that we were acquaint- 
ed with the deceased. And, in addition to our own 
knowledge of this unfortunate and deserving man, 
are in possession of testimony obtained from others 
who have long known him, and been privy to his 
peculiar circumstances. 

Mr. King was worn out with age and misfortunes. 
He was entitled to, and we believe received, the 
commiseration of honourable and honest men. A 
predisposition to the fatal disease which ended his 
mortal career, had existed for years; and he had 
previously been suddenly attacked, when following 
his customary avocations, and laid, as in a moment, 


to appearance, lifeless onthe bed of death. The 
poor old gentleman, three days before his death, in 


answer to a friendly interrogatory relative to his 
health, almost exhausted with physical disease and 
mental suffering, and his truly afflicted soul sicken- 
ed with presentiments, replied,—* I am worn out 
with my troubles ;—a day or two will end me !” God, 
in his “abundant and tender mercy,” interposed, 
and saved the afflicted man the heart-rending act 
of appealing to Heaven for the truth of a statement 
of his deplorable circumstances ! 

HE RESTS IN PEACE. 

The tongue of slander assails him in vain. Ca- 
lumny is impotent. He has left a world of trouble, 
and a people void of understanding ; destitute of 
mercy, and cruel to the unfortunate, and arrived in 
the glorious presence of that God, who “ doth not 
affict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” 

Peace to thy manes. The day is coming when 
thy calumniators will be ashamed; and thou, with 
thy forgiving God, wilt receive them to thy fraternal 
bosom. 

-Vote.—Mc. King was not a believer in Universal 
Salvation. He was, however, a deservedly respect- 
able member of an Episcopal Church. 

(=> Editors of newspapers will subserve the cause 
of humanity, religion, and common sense, by pub- 
lishing a true stateinent of this lamentably and cruel- 
ly misrepresented occurrence. We think the hon- 
our of our city demands it ! 

—<g>— 

“ Ve know not what manner of Spirit ye are of.” 

The following, which may be relied upon as 
fruth, recently occurred in a distant town. Mr. —~ 





had been a believer in the Universal love of God to 
man thirty years, and at the advanced age of seventy 
years, was called to his final home. During his sick- 
ness, anda short time before his death, his disease 
affected his mental powers, and produced partial de- 
rangement. Atthis time his mind was unstable, 
mental distraction was construed to hopeful conver- 
sion ; and the welkin rung with shouts of triumph 
from unbelievers’ tongues! Their mirth was short. 
God in mercy relighted the taper of reason with the 
fire of Heaven, and the flame burnt clear until the 
believer burst the fetters of his clay tenement, and 
rose to the mansions prepared for him by his Father 
God. His aged consort was, with him, strong in 
the faith “ once delivered to the saints.” Prepara- 
tions were made for the funeral; and a son of the 
deceased, living at a distance of sixty miles, arri- 
ved to pay, with his mother and brethren, the last 
tribute of respect to the remains of his earthly pa- 
rent. 

This son, a Presbyterian, interrogated his mother 
relative tothe arrangements made for the funeral ot 
his father. And hearing, from her, that Mr. S——, 
a preacher of Universal Salvation, was invited to 
attend the funeral, declared, that Mr. S. should not 
pray in that house. He was informed, by his aged 
mother, that it was the dying request of his father, 
and that she also requested him to attend the fune- 
ral. The dutiful son, unmoved, obstinately persist- 
ed in his refusal, and burned with holy wrath to that 
degree, that, on being requested by his mother to 
conduct with propriety, or retire, and not outrage 
every principle of decency, he left the house and 
returned from whence he came; leaving the ashes 
of his parent untombed, and, by him, unhonoured !!! 

We are sorry to say, the story does not end here. 
The son promulgated a report that his father abju- 
red his faith on his death bed, and died a believer 
in the endless misery of millions! A printer was 
persuaded to publish this falsehood to the world. 
But the real relatives and friends of the deceased, 
represented the truth in a manner which produced 
a counter declaration, and acknowledgement of the 
imposition which had been practised upon the pub- 
lic mind. 

We forbear giving the names, or residence, of the 
parties. We mention these things, not to blazon 
the faults of our brethren of Adam’s race, but to 
show the pernicious tendency of human traditions, 
and as a caution to others, not to give heed to cun- 
ningly devised fables, and lying vanities. 

“ Brethren, these things ought not to be so.” 

—>——- 
MY OWN THOUGHTS. 

I will think just as I please.—Do, friend. [ will 
not be controlled.—By no means. I have no opin- 
ion of such sentiments ; they ought not to be tole- 
rated ; they are subversive of all religion ; they are 
devilish ;—I would not permit any person to advo- 
cate them ;—so, let me hear no more about it; | 
will not hear it. 

So thought, and so spoke, Simon Orthodox. The 
old gentleman always had an opinion of his own ; 
and kindly offered to think for his neighbours ! 
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Old Simon had excellent eyes, for he wanted all his 
neighbours to see with them. His ears were suffi- 
cient for a whole community. You must believe 
just as I do, and then we will not differ. 

There is a strange sensation which some people 
experience, and call it thinking. There is a perti- 
nacious and obstinate twist of the mind, which is, by 
some, denominated believing. Why they think and 
believe as they pretend they do, is a question which 
is in advance of, at least, one degree, beyond the last 
line in their scale of science. An interrogatory to 
this amount, would border upon an insinuation that 
it was possible you doubted their infallibility. 

Old Simon never would give a reason. It was 
sufficient that he knew the thing was so. He con- 
sidered arguments of modern invention; and pre- 
ferred a grain of obstinacy to all the logic of the 
ancients! A seven year’s residence in a lunatic 
hospital would not disqualify a man so much, in his 
opinion, as one doubt expressed relative to the sim- 
plicity of incomprehensible subjects. To believe 
without evidence—think without judgment—and 
talk without reason, were, in Simon’s apprehension, 
traits of superior piety, and certain marks of genius 
and ability. 

Simon made no distinction Letween reason and 
infidelity. He supposed every thing to be just as 
he wished it; and he wished every thing to be just 
what he supposed it to be. Simon never made but 
ene advance in any thing. When he arrived at a 
conviction of his own goodness, his perfection was 
sealed ; and to celebrate the mounting of the pinnacle 
of infallibility, Simon, for once, acted from evi- 
dence ; and concluded his neighbours in damnation, 
to prove, to a demonstration, his own election and 
title to heaven ! ‘ 

Reader, let this pass for a strange character. Try 
one year, and if you cannot, in that time, find a 
counterpart, you may tear the leaf out. 

—@=—- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Fitz—The following Extract is from a new Dramatic 
Poem (just published here) entitled “ The Martyr of An- 
tioch,” written by the Rev. Henry Millman, professor of 

try in the University of Oxford. If you think it worthy of 
yeing preserved in the pages of the Herald, you will, by 
giving it a place therein, oblige 

AN ADMIRER. 
FUNERAL ANTHEM. 
Brother thou art gone before us, and thy saintly 

soul is flown ; 

Where tears are wiped from every eye, and sorrow 
is unknown ; , 

From the burden of the flesh, and from care and 
fear released, 

Where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest. 

The toilsome way thou’st travell’d o’er, and borne 
the heavy load, 

But Christ hath taught thy languid feet to reach 
his blest abode. 

Thou’rt sleeping now, like Lazarus, upon his fa- 
ther’s breast, 

Where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest. 

Sin can never taint thee now, nor doubt thy faith 
assail, 

Nor thy meek trust in Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit fail. 

And there thou’rt sure to meet the good, whom on 
earth thou lovedst best, 

Where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest. 

“ Earth to earth,” and “ dust to dust,” the solemn 
priest hath said, 


But thy spirit, brother, soars away among the faith- 
ful blest, 

Where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest. 


And when the Lord shall summon us whom thou 
hast left behind, 

May we, untainted by the world, as sure a welcome 
find ; 

May each, like thee, depart in peace, to be a glori- 
ous guest, 

Where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest. 


CHRISTIAN HYMN. 


Sing to the Lord! let harp and lute and voice, 
Up to the expanding gates of Heaven rejoice. 

While the ri ht Martyrs to their rest are borne ; 
Sing to the Lord! their blood-stain’d course is run, 
And every head its diadem hath won, 

Rich as the purple of the summer morn ; 

Sing the triumphant champions of their God, 

While burn their mounting feet along their skyward road. 
Sing to the Lord! for her in beauty’s prime 

Snatch'd from this wintry earth's ungenial clime, 

In the eternal spring of Paradise to bloom ; 

For her the world display'd its brighest treasure, 
And the airs panted with the songs of pleasure, 

Before earth’s throne she chose the lowly tomb, 

The vale of tears with willing footsteps trod, 
Bearing her Cross with thee, incarnate Son of God! 
Sing to the Lord! itis not shed in vain, 
The blood of martyrs! from its freshening rain 
High springs the Church, like some fount-shadowing 
palm ; 
The nations crowd beneath its branching shade, 
Of its green leaves are kingly diadems made, 

And, wrapt within its deep embosoming calm, 

Earth sinks to slumber like the breezeless deep, 
And war's tempestuous vultures fold their wings and 
sleep. 
Sing to the Lord! no more the Angels fly 
Far in the bosom of the stainless sky 
The sound of fierce licentious sacrifice. 
From shrined alcove, and stately pedestal, 
The marble god's in cumbrous ruin fall, 
' Headless in dust the awe of nations lies; 
Jove’s thunder crumbles in his mouldering hand, 
And mute as sepulchres the hymnless temples stand. 
Sing to the Lord! from damp, prophetic cave, 
No more the loose-liair'd Sybils burst and rave ; 
Nor watch the augers pale the wandering bird - 
No more on hill or in the murky wood, 
*Mid frantic shout and dissonant music rade, 
In human tones are wailing victims heard; 
Nor fathers by the recking altar-stone 
Cowl their dark heads t'escape their children’s dying 
groan. 
Sing to the Lord! no more the dead are laid 
In cold despair beneath the cypress shade, 

To sleep the eternal sleep, that knows no morn ; 
There, eager still to burst death’s brazen bands, 
The Angel of the Resurrection stands ; 

While, on its own immortal pinions borne, 
Following the breaker of the imprisoning tomb, 
Forth springs the exulting soul, and shakes away its 

gloom. 
Sing to the Lord! the desert rocks break out, 
And the throng’d cities, in one gladdening shout ; 

The farthest shores by pilgrim step explored ; 
Spread all your wings, ye winds, and waft around, 
Even to the starry cope’s pale waning bound, 

Earth’s universal homage to the Lord; 

Lift up thine head, imperial Capital, 
Proud on thy height to see the banner'd Cross unroll. 
Sing to the Lord! when time itself shall cease, 
And final ruin’s desolating peace 
Enwrap this wide and restless world of man ; 
When the Judge rides upon the enthroning wind, 
And o'er all generations of mankind 
Eternal Vengeance waves its winnowing fan; 
To vast infinity’s remotest space, 
While ages run their everlasting race, 
Shall all the Beatifie Hosts jong, 
Wide as the glory of the Lamb, the Lamb's triumphant 


song! 
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So we lay the turf above thee now, and we seal thy 
narrow bed: 
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